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Smoke Alarms and Carbon Monoxide Detectors Guide for UK Landlords 

What Are Smoke Alarms and Carbon Monoxide Detectors? 

• Smoke Alarms detect smoke from fires and alert occupants with a loud alarm. 

• Carbon Monoxide (CO) Detectors detect carbon monoxide, a colourless, 
odourless gas produced by faulty gas appliances, and sound an alarm when 
dangerous levels are present. 

Both are essential life-saving devices and are required under UK law for rental 
properties. 

• Smoke alarms are legally required in all rental properties in England (since 
2015). 

• CO detectors are required in rooms containing solid fuel appliances (coal, 
wood, biomass) and strongly recommended in rooms with gas appliances. 

 

Why Smoke Alarms and CO Detectors Matter 

For landlords, proper installation and maintenance: 

• Saves lives by providing early warning of fires or CO leaks 

• Ensures legal compliance under the Landlord and Tenant Act 1985 and 
Housing Health and Safety Rating System (HHSRS) 

• Reduces the risk of legal liability and insurance issues 

• Provides reassurance to tenants 

• Supports safe management of HMOs and larger properties 

Neglecting alarms can lead to serious injury, death, or legal penalties. 

 

Where Smoke Alarms and CO Detectors Should Be Placed 

Smoke Alarms 

• Every storey of the property, including basements 

• Inside each bedroom (especially in HMOs or multiple bedrooms) 

https://thelettingsgrid.co.uk/
mailto:support@thelettingsgrid.co.uk


 
Https://thelettingsgrid.co.uk support@thelettingsgrid.co.uk  

The Lettings Grid Ltd - Office 1 
23 Heathfield, Stacey Bushes, Milton Keynes MK12 6HP 

• Hallways that lead to bedrooms 

• Avoid installation in kitchens or bathrooms to prevent false alarms 

Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

• In any room with a solid fuel appliance (coal, wood, biomass) — legally required 

• In rooms with gas or oil boilers, gas fires, or gas cookers — recommended for 
added safety 

• Placed at head height or per manufacturer instructions, not directly above the 
appliance 

 

Mains-Wired vs Battery-Powered Alarms 

Mains-Wired Smoke Alarms 

• Connected to the property’s electrical system 

• Often interlinked, so if one triggers, all alarms sound 

• Require professional installation 

• Common in HMOs, modern flats, or larger properties for extra safety 

Battery-Powered Smoke Alarms 

• Standalone units powered by replaceable or long-life batteries 

• Easy to install, ideal for smaller houses or flats 

• Require regular battery checks (at least every 6 months) 

Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

• Usually battery-powered, though some mains-powered CO alarms exist 

• Should be replaced or batteries changed according to manufacturer guidance 

 

How Often Safety Checks Should Be Performed 

• Test alarms monthly by pressing the test button 
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• Replace batteries at least once a year (unless using long-life units) 

• Replace smoke alarms every 10 years (or per manufacturer guidance) 

• Replace CO detectors every 5–10 years (depending on model) 

• Include alarms in annual property inspections and record tests for compliance 

 

Property-Specific Guidance 

Houses 

• Smoke alarms on every floor, inside bedrooms, and in hallways 

• CO detectors in rooms with boilers or gas appliances 

Flats 

• Smoke alarms inside each bedroom and in the hallway outside bedrooms 

• CO detectors in rooms with gas or solid fuel appliances 

• Consider interlinked alarms if the flat is multiple storeys 

HMOs (Houses in Multiple Occupation) 

• Must comply with HMO licensing regulations 

• Mains-wired, interlinked smoke alarms are often required 

• Smoke alarms in all bedrooms, communal areas, and every floor 

• CO detectors in all rooms with gas or solid fuel appliances 

• Landlords must keep detailed records of installation, testing, and maintenance 

 

Satisfactory vs Unsatisfactory Safety Compliance 

Satisfactory 

• Smoke alarms and CO detectors installed according to law and manufacturer 
instructions 

• Devices tested regularly 
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• Batteries replaced and units replaced per schedule 

• Records kept of tests and maintenance 

Meaning: The property is legally compliant and safe for tenants. 

Unsatisfactory 

• Devices missing or incorrectly installed 

• Not tested regularly or batteries dead 

• Records not maintained 

• Old or non-functioning alarms 

Meaning: The landlord is in breach of safety regulations and risks legal action, fines, 
and liability in case of incidents. 

 

Remedial Actions for Unsatisfactory Compliance 

If alarms are missing, faulty, or untested: 

1. Install or replace alarms immediately 

2. Test and document each unit 

3. Replace batteries or the unit according to manufacturer guidance 

4. Record all checks and maintenance for future inspections or HMO licensing 
compliance 

 

Legal Responsibilities for Landlords 

• Install smoke alarms on every floor and CO detectors where required 

• Test devices monthly and maintain records 

• Replace faulty or outdated alarms promptly 

• Ensure alarms meet British Standards (BS EN 14604 for smoke, BS EN 50291 
for CO) 

• Comply with HMO-specific safety regulations if applicable 
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Failure to comply can result in: 

• Fines or enforcement notices from local councils 

• Insurance claims being invalidated 

• Civil or criminal liability in case of injury or death 

 

What This All Means for UK Landlords 

• Smoke alarms and CO detectors are essential for tenant safety 

• Proper installation, testing, and record-keeping are legal obligations 

• Compliance reduces risk, protects tenants, and supports insurance and 
licensing requirements 

• Device choice and placement depend on property type: houses, flats, or HMOs 

 

In Summary 

Smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors are critical safety devices for all rental 
properties. 

To remain legally compliant and protect tenants, landlords should: 

• Install alarms according to property type and regulations 

• Test monthly and replace batteries annually 

• Replace units according to manufacturer guidance 

• Keep detailed records of tests and maintenance 

• Use mains-wired interlinked alarms for HMOs and multi-storey flats 

• Ensure CO detectors are in all rooms with gas or solid fuel appliances 

Compliance saves lives, protects your legal position, and ensures tenants feel safe in 
your property. 
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